PROFESSIONAL
CERTIFICATION
COALITION

February 23, 2024

Rep. Anthony Kern

1700 W Washington St
Capitol Complex, Room 304
Phoenix, AZ 85007
akern@azleg.gov

Re: SB 1468
Dear Rep. Kern:

The Professional Certification Coalition (PCC)! writes regarding SB 1468. We respectfully
request amendments to the bill to ensure that licensing agencies can carry out their statutory
responsibilities, to enable private certification organizations to preserve the integrity of their
credentials, and to protect the public.

The PCC agrees that political beliefs or political affiliations should not be a basis to subject any
person to denial, suspension, or revocation of an occupational license or other state-issued
authorization to practice a regulated occupation. However, differences in political views should
also not automatically exempt any person from the generally applicable rules and procedures of
licensing authorities. An occupational license conveys the state’s endorsement that an applicant
or licensee is fit to practice the profession without jeopardizing public health, safety, and
welfare. Licensing boards must be able to make decisions that hold applicants and current
licensees to consistent eligibility and disciplinary standards, regardless of whether the
applicant or licensee contends the license denial or disciplinary action had political overtones.

For these reasons, the PCC urges an amendment to the bill, so as not to clog the courts with
claims by those who assert, without evidence, that political bias rather than their qualifications or
actions resulted in an adverse licensing decision. Specifically, the PCC asks for the following
amendment to Section 41-1093.08.A:

e Notwithstanding any other law, a licensee, certificate holder, registrant or applicant may
forgo an administrative appeal and seek judicial review of an agency’s denial, suspension
or revocation of an occupational license if the licensee, certificate holder, registrant or
applicant believes presents evidence that the denial, suspension or revocation was taken

' The PCC is a nonprofit, nonpartisan association formed to address legislation that affects professional
certification programs, those who hold private certification credentials, and the many constituencies that rely on
professional certification. The PCC’s organizational members include non-governmental professional
certification organizations, professional societies, and service providers. The PCC’s members reflect a wide
spectrum of professions, including health care, engineering, financial services, and information technology,
among many others. Our founding organizations — the American Society of Association Executives (the leading
organization for association management) and the Institute for Credentialing Excellence (the leading developer of
accreditation standards for professional certification programs) — govern the PCC.
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for political reasons or due to political bias and that there were not adequate grounds
for the denial, suspension, or revocation.

In addition, the existing statute the legislation seeks to amend refers broadly not only to
occupational licenses but also to “any similar form of permission that allows an individual to use
an occupational title or work in a lawful occupation, trade or profession.” Some regulated
professions in Arizona require licensees to hold a current private certification in order to qualify
for a license. To avoid having this legislation misconstrued as creating a new cause of action
against private certification organizations, the PCC also urges addition of a clarifying provision:

e “Nothing in this section shall be construed to require a private certification
organization to grant or deny private certification to any individual, nor alter or
impair any requirement in a licensure statute or regulation for an individual to hold
current private certification as a condition of licensure or renewal of licensure.”

Thank you for your consideration of these amendments. Please feel free to reach out to us using
the contact information identified below.

Sincerely,
é, J &)/z/;m 2 00\Sp yelo
Jeff Evans Denise Roosendaal, FASAE, CAE
Director, Public Policy Executive Director
ASAE: The Center for Association Leadership Institute for Credentialing Excellence
Phone: (202) 626-2722 Phone: (202) 367-1165
Email: jevans@asaecenter.org Email:droosendaal@credentialingexcellence.org
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